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message, and unable to do more than raise her hands -with ex-
pressions of thankfulness to the king for having shown her
more mercy than she had dared to ask for herself. In the evening
Cranmer returned to her age in, wliec, finding her more composed,
he drew from her a promise "that she would reply to his questions
as truly and faithfully as she would answer at the day of judg-
ment, on the promise which she mc.de at her baptism, and by
the sacrament which she received on All Hallows' day last past/*
In the whole course of tlicse inttiTogations, there is nothing
more extraordinary than the perversity of Katharine in refusing
to acknowledge that, as far as an obligation which had not re-
ceived the sanction of the church could go, she was plighted to
her kinsman, Francis Derhani, before she received the nuptial
ring from king Henry. But, with the same headstrong rashness
which had characterized her conduct from childhood, she deter-
mined to cling to her queenly dignity at all hazards rather than
admit of any plea that would have the effect of rendering her
subsequent marriage with the king null and void.

King Henry remained in the neighbouring palace of Oatlandss
whither he had withdrawn to await the result of these investiga-
tions. He appears to have been torn with contending passions,
and not venturing to trust to his own feelings with, regard to his
unhappy queen, he left all proceedings to the direction of Cranmer
and the council. Katharine was now placed under arrest, and her
keys were taken away from her. On the llth of October the
archbishop of Canterbury, with "VYiiothesley and Mr. comptroller,
received orders to go to the queen, and signify to her the king's
pleasure that she should depart on the following Monday to Sion
house, while the inquiry pended.

Those who at first raked up the most trivial gossips* tales (that
eight years ago circulated among the menials of the duchess of
Norfolk) in order to establish the fact of a pre-contract between
Derham and the queen, now cautioned their colleagues k* by no
means to mention their pre-contract, lest it should serve her for an
excuse to save her life." The council had, in fact, come to the
resolution of proceeding against the queen on the awful charge
of adultery, and, finding it impossible to convict her of that crime
with Derham, they determined to fix it on some other person.
But so circumspect had been the deportment of Katharine since
her marriage, that the only man to whom she had ever mani-
fested the slightest degree of condescension was her first cousin,
Thomas Culpepper, the son of her uncle, sir J^>hn Culpex^per, of
Holingboume in Kent. His name is found among the royal
appointments at the marriage of Anne of Cleves, and he dis-